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UNITED STATES GOVERN ,*NT 



'Memorandum 
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vSebnoc 
Moiir 
Ca»p«r 



TO 



Mr. Belmont 



date: March 20, 1964 




FROM 



A. Rosen 




subject: 



PERCY FOREMAN 
JACK LftM . 



INFORMATION CONCERNING 



The "Washington Post and Times KejJId^ of 3/20/64 contained 

a whprpin I +■ 1 C mpntl Ana/^ 4-1-1 o 4- 1 — r-^ .v 



t 70; ^ — — v r~ ^ v / v 1 VVHVWXUVU 

an article wherein it is mentioned that PercXTForeman J a Houston Tfx£_ 

^ M 1 ^ <v »•» ^ T _ __ * n w — . XiX . — _ 9- - - » _ r ^ 



cr 1 m in a_l jg ttoniey who says he can afforcTTb~d£bdse his clients career 
fully, agreed to replace Melvin Belli as chief counsel for Jad^Ruby, 
who was recently convicted of the murder of Lee Harvey Oswald, 
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No investigation has been conducted by the Bureau concerning 
Foreman, who is President of the National Association of Defense 
Lawyers. Reportedly he has handled more than 700 criminal offense 
cases and has lost only one defendant to the electric chair. * 



Information in Bureau files reveals that Foreman has been 
characterized as one of the most brilliant criminal attorneys iri the 
soutnwe stern part of the United states. He constantly represents 
members of the criminal element and has been most successful in 
obtaining acquittal of individuals relative to murder, etc. He has 
represented individuals involved in investigations conducted by our 
nouston Division and on a continuing basis refuses permission for 
his clients to be interviewed by Agents. Foreman reportedly would 
stoop to any limit in an effort to “manufacture a witness" to gain 



acquittal for clients. He has been described as a 
who will back down when confronted with the facts. 



‘big blow hard® 



lucrative practice 



He has a most 



Dronertv a-?!:?- 311 ? USU ? n ? ends with all the real and personal 
property of his clients He is considered a high-priced ‘mouthoiece. 1 

i) rorenan ha« a rpmitatinn ~ _ » • _ * 



(62-9-15 t?2 °) Foreman has a reputation for inj?ctiiii'into"'Ms' cases 
Isuch civil rights issues as alleging abuse by arresting officers. /L r , 

additional information in Bureau files reveals that Foreman ^ 
th? • 1 r nV ? lv ^ + in a i '? de . ral Reserve Act case during 1955-1956 in which 

r-atinii " tt0rne ? * n houston on 2/21/56 advised no additional investi- 

I ^anon was warrantee and our case was closed. In an Interstate 

iransportation of Stolen Motor Vehicle case in which he was defense 

^ P^the law Office of two ^ ts objects ■ 
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''Seraorandura to Mr. Belmont ^ 
Re: Percy Foreman 

Jack L. Ruby 
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had ^esn arrested in Chicago in 1959 and had been ordered to appear a 
in Houston for trial,, There was no foundation for this allegation. 

?ocl n ^E‘ Cr0SS " exa 2 ina ^}°n a Bureau Agent in January I960, in this 
case. Foreman referred to the Bureau as "constabulary* and ^Federal 

no 1 disrespect Ver * h ® promptly thereafter volunteered' that he intended 

In A Pril, 1961, Foreman identified himself to our Houston 
£ or Jos< r ph Fr ancis Civello, a top hoodlum of 
(29-28}04-3288) S1 ° n * " h ° WaS in attendance at the Apalachin meeting. 

tj * Bureau files also reveal that an indictment was returned in 

orp^lirv^rfelonv^ 0 ^^,? 937 ' char ? in S Foreman^unu^Sn 1 ” 

a 5S^ C ?r!IT?’ tilkW ° n il/1/43 he * as 

t , r . t tai *ly in -larch, 1964, articles appeared in the local Dress 
tnat the barren Commission had reversed its position resardin • 
protection of interests for Oswald and appoiE?ed Waited! C?Si- 
President of the American Bar Association to protect Oswald^ §> 

Jasled^e^v 1 .? was ind j cated that the C&i„iS g^SS^CrS ig by- 

" r l«” S th. t0 t?SS: St that a def ““* for Oswald' was^ecfssary 

ACJIM: 
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